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The non-sectarianism of the Y. M. C. A. of the Beyrout
College owes its very existence to the formation of a Prot-
estant sect in Syria. This secured in advance a cohesion
for the elaborate system of schools, later developed, in which
the evangelical leaven has already worked to so large re-
sults among the children of all churches. What the future
history of the Protestant church in Syria may be it is im-
possible to prophesy. As an organization it may increase
or it may decrease, but in one form or another its work will
go on. Decrease in numbers, indeed, may be in inverse
ratio to the extension of its real influence. The pebble
dropped in the pond sinks out of sight, but the circles go
on ever widening for all who care to look. The more the
older churches become infused with vital Christianity the
less need there will be for men to become Protestants.
This revival, however, has only just begun in Syria. 1 will
frankly admit that at the present time the continuance in
the old churches of men who have taken the evangelical
point of view involves both loss and gain. The loss is to
the individual who, keeping a nominal connection with his
own church whose superstitions he has ceased to share, loses
some of the "means of grace." But while he may suffer
a personal loss, his church will enjoy an inestimable gain,
provided that he join, with others of his manner of thinking,
in the work of purification and reform.
Those who hope for reformation within the old churches
of Syria and Palestine may find encouragement in results
already achieved farther north in the Turkish Empire.
Writing from Constantinople in 1911,1 Dr. Patton, secretary
of the American board, made the following .significant state-
ment: "I consider it practically assured that the original
purpose of the board toward this [the Armenian Gregorian]
church is to be realized. From the first our aim has been to
revitalize a church which had lapsed into dead formalism
and orthodoxy." The Armenian Patriarch of Constan-
tinople impressed him as a man of fine sincerity and earnest
spiritual life. There are many signs that the Armenian
1 See his article in the " Congrcjatalionalist" for January 19, 1911, en-
titled "Facing Europe and Mecca."

